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AQS^kation No. 10/061,435 

AmndL<kited:Apfi)26, 20(B 

Re/^to cmseAmmmamd: March 18, 2005 

REMARKS/ARGUMENTS! 

Oams 1-42 remain pending in this application, fto daims have been cancelled or added. Claims 
1, 3, 5,10, 12, 19, 22, 24, 31, 32, 33 and 40 have been amended and ail claims are believed tD 
be in conditM>n for allowance. 

Oalm Obtectlons 

The objectk>n to daims 32, 36 and 37 has been addressed by deletion erf the redundant 
language from that daim. A corrected page 9, to r4)lace page 9 of the Response filed on 
December 22, 2004, is attached with the status of datm 34 con«tly indicated as *(cun«ntiy 
amended}^ 

Rejections under 3S US 112 

The rejection of Claim 3 (together wfch its dependent daim 5) and daim 24 (togrther with its 
dependent claim 26) arose because of inadverteit omission in the Response filed December 22, 
2004, to indude the subject matter of daims 2 and 23 in amended claims 3 and 24, 
respectively, despite assertion in Applicants' ranarlcs that such change had been made. 
Amended O^ms 3 and 24 now overcome this rejection moot. In daim 3, recitation of ^^a bridge 
to a networir has been deleted, so that claim 3 is consistent with claim 24, and the allow^ility 
of daim 3 should not be affected. The Office Action mailed September 28, 2004 indicated 
allowabHity of d^s 3 and 24, if rewrttben, and those daims as amended ^ believed to 
remain allowable together with their dependent claims 5, 10, 12, 13, 26, 31, 33 and 34. 

Allowable aaims 

The indicatfon of allowable subject matter in daims 19-21, 36, 37, and 40-42 Is again noted 
with appredation. "Hie subject matter of daim 19 has been added to it parent method daim 1 
as originally filed (l.e. the matter added by amendment filed December 22, 2004 has been 
deleted) and amended daim i is believed to be in condition for allowance together with its 
dependent deums 2, 4, 6r9, 11, 14 -18, 20 and 21. The sutqect matter of claim 40 has been 
added to its parent system daim 22 as originaBy filed (I.e. the matter added by amendment 
filed Decemba^22, 2004 has been deleted) and amended daim 22 is believed to be in condition 
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for allowance togdi>er with Its dependent dalms 23, 25, 27-30, 32, 35-39, 41 and 42. The 
subject matter now delved from each of daims 1 and 22 has been presented in broadened 
form (supported by the spedficatlon at page 15, lines 12-13) in amended claims 19 and 40, 
respecdveiy dependent from daims 1 and 22, which also are believed to be In condition for 
allowdnce, 

CnmrnMity nn ^^m^ flf rfttW^ff IT. 

Claims as subject to the grounds of resfection under 35 US 103 aie no longer being prosecuted 
bi this application. However, tMs is not to be construed as concurrence with the Examiner's 
arguments and grounds of r^ectlon. For example, white the Examiner a>ntlnued to rely on 
Ohguro and Griffin in the ^txinds of rejection under 35 US 103 advanced In the Office Action, it 
s noted that the grounds of rejection were supplemented by citing US Patent 6,587, 961 
(Gamett) disclosing, inter alia, a bridge between processor sets and a network. Without 
addressing the details of Gamett, Applicants' remain convinced that the Examiner's assertions 
based on Ohguro and Griffin are not tenable under pertinent case law and MPEF 2143. It is 
Apfdicants' position that, at best, the Examiner's position might have been characterized as an 
assertion ft would have been obvious to replace Ohguro's ""input/output adapter IOA'(a>l. 5, 
Bnes 63-64) by Griffin's *extmiai interface that provides a connection to an external network 
via, for example an M-45 connector or coaxial connector^ (paragraph [0072]}. But It is undear 
(and the Bominer did not address), for example, how Griffin's 10-45 connector or coaxial 
connector^ would be compatible with Ohguro's requirement that *data [are to be] read from the 
10 adapter lOA [and] sent to the selector RSB. through the lO read bus lORB* - apparently a 
muW-line bus (Ohguro, col. 6, lines 25-26.) and thus the redection is inconsistent with MPEP 
2143.01, In part, ttie Examiner's position is tesed on an assertion that ''a coaxial cable 
connection is considered to constitute a 'bus"', citing to a dictionar/ definition apparentiy dating 
bade to 1998, whereas a i^toosoft Compute Dictionary copyright dated 2002 
(contemporaneous with the filing date of tt^e present appltoation) defines: ''bus ... ^ A set of 
hardware Hnes (conductors) used for data ti^nsfer among the components of a computer 
s^tem. (copy attached). This does not sui^rt the Exarniner's assatton. isk) objective 
evidence was contained in the Office Action that the disclosures of Ohguro and Griffin proi^e 
a concrete suggestion for the generic steb^ction asserted in the Office Action ttiat it would 
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have been Qbvtous"^ substitute the bus Grifiin,lbrthe I/O 

tyidgetau^in Ohguto. . .^1^ assertion is beyond ttiespec^ 
axmectior) and by Ohgim in reiatton to his dte^^ 
wsertions appear to be no more than qpeoutetion. 

The propriety of a §103 r^ecfton is to be de^ 

appea^tD besuffklerttftroriecrorcBriary skfll In the reley»nt»t having the n^erences before 
hm to mdce the proposed substitution, combinaQon, or other modiflGaCons. iS? ts Urtner, 173 
USPQ560« 562 (CCPA 1972). A iancretefiuaieaiQn mu^ 

proper obviousness r^iectfc>n to be madei CA£^ k A[7Sy5tem5iiic^49USPQ2di225 
(IMCb*. 19%). Neither OhiMro nor GiimnaMam any "^^^ 

specWc teachings (a»dai cormedDr^nterftee (Grffffn) and 1/D adapter (Ohguro) mudi less the 

"Isus brUge' (GrtfRn) siM>sWutk3n fv 

Oflkfi AcHon. Fuithemxxie, the Exambier adduced no 

Ohguro^ VO adapter with Giifffn's ^tx)a)^ 

(or its Intended purpose -ttuis MOng to meetoneoTtbe atteria recpiired by W& 2143.01. 

coftftuaoti 

is beueved this amendment and response address all issues raised in the Office Acdon« Based 
on the amendnr^nts and the above discussion itisbeBevedail of dalms 1-42 re 
peeentabieGwerthecned referemssandinoondltionfiaradlowanGeL f^avorable consideration and 
earV aRomnoe of the pending dalms are respectful 
issues that ooiM be resGh«d by dscussion, a telephone cafl to 
(972) 862-7428 wodd be appfedated. 

i38le: April 26, 2005 

HewMt'f^adcstl Corr^Hny 
InbEfieduai RopertyAdmirvstration 
3404EHanTmyltod 
i4alSlop35 

RDit CoDins^ CO 805Z&9599 



RespectfuBy subrwBted/ 




N. Rhys Merrett 
Regisbabon Na 27,250 
/tttorney for Applicant 
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have been obvious 'to substitute the bus bridge to a network, taught in Griffin, for the I/O 
bridge taught in Ohguro. . That assertion is far beyond the specifics taught by Griffin (coaxial 
connector) and by C^uro in relation to his disclosed I/O adapter. With respect, the Examinees 
assaUons appear to be no more than speculation. 

The propriety of a §103 rejection is to be detemnined by whether the reference teachings 
appear to be sufficient for one of ordinary skill in the relevant art having the refi^ences before 
him to make tfie proposed substitution, combination, or c*her modifications. InreUntner, 173 
USPQ 550, 562 (CCPA 1972). A concrete suooestion must be preser* in the dted art for a 
proper obviousness rejection to be made. CfL Bardlnc v. «7Systems Inc., -WUSPQ 2d 1225 
(Fed. Or. 1998). Ndthe* Ohguro nor Griffin contain any "corwrrdE suggestion" to combine their 
specific teachings (coaxial connector/interfece (GriflRn) and I/O adapter (Oiguro) much less the 
T)us bridge'' (Griffin) substitution for an "^I/O adapter^ (Ohguro) abstraction speculated in the 
CXfk^e Action. Furthermore, the Examiner has adduced no evWence as to how r^acement of 
Ohguo's I/O adapter with Griffin's "coaxial connector^ would not render Ohguro uns a t isfa ctofy 
for its tnt^ded purpose - thus failing to meet one of the criteria required by MPEP 2143.01. 

CONCLUSION, 

It is believed this amendment and response cKklress all issues raised In the OfFloe Action. Based 
on the daim amendments and the above discussion it is believed all <^ claims 1-42 re 
patentable over the cited references and in condition for allowance. Favoratrte conskleration and 
eaily altowanoe of the pending dalms are respectfully solldtBd. If there are any remaining 
Issues that could be resolved by discussion, a telephone call to the undesigned attorney at 
(972) 862-7428 would be appreciated. 

Date: April 26, 2005 Respectfully submitted. 



Hewlett-Packard Company 
Intellectual Property Administration 
3404 E. Hannony Road 
Maastop35 

Fort Collins, GO 80528-9599 




N. Rhys Menrett 
RegisbBlion No. 27,250 
Attorney ficr Applicant 
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31. (original) The system of cteim 23 further comprising a main memory, the system 
being configured to detect divergence by: 

comparing memory commands generated by the primary processor with memory 

commands generated by the secondary processor; 

executing only the memory commands generated by the primary processor; and 
signaling a divergence detection if the memory commands issued by the primary 

processor dffer from the memory commands issued by the secondary processor. 

32. (original) The system of claim 22 further comprising: 

a bridge to an external network, the computer system being configured to: 

detect a divergence in the operation of the primar/ and secondan/ processors at the 

bfklge to the networi^; and 

shut off the bridge to the netvvwl; immecfiately unless the error has previously been 

determined to be a recoverable error. 

33- (original) The system of claim 23 wherein the error4)andllng module does 
divergence detectton by comparing unique signatures of (xocessor state received from the 
primary and secondary processors, 

34. (currently amended) The system of claim [[32]] 33 wherein the unique j 
signatures are generated by api^ing an algorithm to state information for the primary and 
secondary processors. 

35. (orignal) The system of claim 22 wherein the reset and restart of the primary and 
secondary processors Inc ludes the step of: 

conducting first and second flushes of cache memory of either the primary or the 
secondary processor. 

36. (original) The system of claim 32 wherein the bridge is configured to conduct a 
high-speed reset and restart during the reset and restart of the primary and secondary 
processors. 

37. (original) The system of claim 36 wherein the bridge tx) the network has a custom 
high-speed reset and restart procedure. 

38. (original) The s^st&r(\ of claim 22 further comprising a watchdog timer, the system 
treating the error as a non-recoveral)Ie error if the watchdog timer expires during the reset and 
restart of the primary and secondary f^ocessors. 

39. (original) The system of claim 38 wherein the system conducts a hard-reset of the 
loctetep computer processing system upon expiry of the watchdog timer. 

40. (original) The system cX cte/m 22 further comprising: 
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